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Subject of Report 
 
1. The purpose of this report is to present for information the draft 

2023/24 Annual Governance Statement.   
 

Policy Basis  
 
2. The Annual Governance Statement sits within the Council’s 

Statement of Accounts.  The production of the Council’s statement 
of accounts results from all of the council’s business processes 
and helps support the administration’s key commitments and 
priorities as outlined in the Council Plan 2023-2027.  
 

Recommendation and Reasons 

 
3. That Audit & Governance Committee comment on and note the draft 

Annual Governance Statement for the financial year ended 31 
March 2024.  

Reason:  To ensure that Members have had the opportunity to 
review the draft Annual Governance Statement.   

 

Background 
 
4. The Accounts and Audit Regulations (2015) requires Local 

Authorities to publish draft Accounts by 31st May. Due to delays in 



 

prior year audits the majority of Local Authorities across the country 
signalled they would not meet this earlier deadline. At York Council, 
our draft Accounts were published on 7th June and were available 
for inspection on 10th June. 
 

5. The accounts include the Council’s Annual Governance Statement 
(AGS), following the annual review of the governance framework 
and processes.  Any significant control issues are identified within 
the AGS. 
 

6. The AGS is currently in draft, and some changes have already been 
made to the version that was published on 7th June.  These changes 
include details of the enforcement notice received from the 
Information Commissioner in respect of the backlog of Freedom of 
Information requests and the delay in publication of the 2022/23 
AGS. 
 

7. Further updates, including the LGA peer review actions will be made 
before the statement is brought for approval later this year and   
Members will be given a further opportunity to review the final 
version. 
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